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TOWN OF PORTVILLE, NEW YORK

DATE: May 20, 2009 
 
TIME: 7:00PM 
 
MEETING: Town Board Meeting, Town of Portville, New York 
 
LOCATION: Westons Mills Community Center, 1310 Olean Portville Road, Westons Mills,      

New York 
 
PRESENT: Terry Keeley, Town Supervisor 
 William Stern, Deputy Supervisor 
 Gary Woodhead, Councilperson                   
 Charlene Van Dusen Councilperson  
 Terri Batt, Councilperson  
 Stuart Frost, Highway Superintendent 
 James Parks, Town Clerk   
                       

Members of the community and media 
 
Procedural Compliance 
 
The meeting was opened by Supervisor Keeley asking attendees to stand and join him in 
the “Pledge of Allegiance”. 
 
Town Supervisor Keeley welcomed everyone and asked the town board, and town clerk to 
introduce themselves.  Four board members were present to satisfy a quorum. 
 
Public Comments 
 
Michelle Brundage, 356 Butternut Brook Road, Portville, NY submitted a written request for 
a speed reduction to 35 MPH on Butternut Brook Road sighting the number of children in 
the area..  A motion was made by Councilperson Batt and seconded by Councilperson Van 
Dusen and approved by the Town Board to give administrative authority to Supervisor 
Keeley to work directly with the county to expedite a speed reduction.  VOTE:  Stern (YES), 
Woodhead (YES), Van Dusen (YES), Keeley (YES), Batt (YES) MOTION CARRIED 5-YES 
0-NO 
 
Robert Miller, Deer Creek Road, Town of Genesee expressed concerns about the 
continued trash build up at a nearby resident in the Town of Portville.  Code Officer Putt will 
be contacted for follow up. 
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April 2, 2009, April 15, 2009, and May 6, 2009 Minutes Review. 
 
The minutes of the April 2, 2009, April 15, 2009, and May 6, 2009 Town Board meeting 
minutes were reviewed and a motion to approve was made by Councilperson Stern and 
seconded by Councilperson Woodhead and approved by the Town Board.  VOTE:  Stern 
(YES), Woodhead (YES), Van Dusen (YES), Keeley (YES), Batt (YES)  MOTION 
CARRIED 5-YES 0-NO 
 
Department Reports 
 
The following monthly department reports were given: 
 
 Town Clerk  
 Town Justice 
 Highway Department 
 Assessor 
 Building Department 
 Dog Control Officer 
 Planning Board 
  
A motion was made by Councilperson Woodhead, seconded by Councilperson Stern and 
approved by the Town Board to accept the Department Reports as given. VOTE:  Stern 
(YES), Woodhead (YES), Van Dusen (YES), Keeley (YES), Batt (YES)  MOTION 
CARRIED 5-YES 0-NO 
 
New Business 
 
 
 Agenda Item #1:      FINACIAL UPDATE 
 
Supervisor Keeley gave an update regarding the Town’s balance sheet, expenses, 
and earned interest. 
 
 (Refer to attachment accompanying these minutes) 
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Agenda Item #2        VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTER EXEMPTION LAW PROPOSAL 
 
A discussion of the pros and cons of adopting RPTL 466a (Real Property Tax Law) as a 
local law was held.  This law would allow for a $3,000.00 property tax exemption for 
volunteer Firefighters and EMT personnel.   A motion was made by Councilperson Van 
Dusen, seconded by Councilperson Batt and approved by the Town Board to invite WMFD 
and PFD Presidents to discuss recruitment of EMT and Fire personnel at the June 2009 
Town Board Meeting. VOTE:  Stern (YES), Woodhead (YES), Van Dusen (YES), Keeley 
(YES), Batt (YES)  MOTION CARRIED 5-YES 0-NO 
   
 
 
Agenda Item #3: NEW BEGINNINGS CHURCH PARK LEASE AGREEMENT 
 
Due to the expiration of the Town Park Lease from the former owner and possible need to 
enter into a new lease with the current owner to reestablish and maintain the park was 
offered.   A motion was made by Councilperson Stern, seconded by Councilperson Batt 
and approved by the Town Board to formalize an agreement with The New Beginnings 
Church.  VOTE:  Stern (YES), Woodhead (YES), Van Dusen (YES), Keeley (YES), Batt 
(YES)  MOTION CARRIED 5-YES 0-NO   
 
 
Agenda Item #4:     2010 CIVIL WAR REENACTMENT EVENT  
 
The Town of Portville in cooperation with the Portville Preservation & Historical Society 
would like to consider staging a Civil War Reenactment at two or more possible locations in 
the Town of Portville.  This event would spur tourism to our community.   A motion was 
made by Councilperson Batt, seconded by Councilperson Woodhead and approved by the 
Town Board to pursue a Civil War Reenactment event in 2010.  VOTE:  Stern (YES), 
Woodhead (YES), Van Dusen (YES), Keeley (YES), Batt (YES)  MOTION CARRIED 5-
YES 0-NO   
 
Agenda Item #5 GIS CUSTOMIZATION PROJECT 
 
The Town Board discussed the GIS Customization opportunities for the Town that could be 
advantageous for the Highway Department.  Highway Superintendent Frost agreed to meet 
with GIS county coordinator Dan Martonis and report back to the Board with their findings 
and the values of pursuing this project. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Page 4  May 20, 2009 

TOWN OF PORTVILLE, NEW YORK

 
 
Agenda Item #6   EXPENSE REVIEW 
 
The Town Board reviewed and discussed the filed monthly expense vouchers.  A motion 
was made by Councilperson Batt, seconded by Councilperson Woodhead and approved by  
the Town Board to approve for payment the April 2009 monthly bills.  VOTE:  Stern (YES),  
Woodhead (YES), Van Dusen (YES), Keeley (YES), Batt (YES) MOTION CARRIED 
 5-YES 0-NO   
 
 
Agenda Item #7 POSTAGE 
 
Town Clerk Parks reported there were approximately 500 unstamped envelopes on 
inventory from prior years.  A motion was made by Councilperson Van Dusen, seconded by 
Councilperson Batt, and approved by the Town Board to purchase necessary stamps.  
Vote:  Stern (YES), Woodhead (YES), Van Dusen (YES), Keeley (YES), Batt (YES).  
MOTION CARRIED 5-YES 0-NO. 
 
Adjournment 
 
Being there was no further business a motion to adjourn at 8:25PM was made by 
Councilperson Stern, seconded by Councilperson Van Dusen and approved by the Town 
Board.  VOTE:  Stern (YES), Woodhead (YES), Van Dusen (YES), Keeley (YES), Batt 
(YES)   MOTION CARRIED 5-YES 0-NO 
 
Respectfully submitted and signed, 
 
 
 
 
James Parks 
Town Clerk 
Town of Portville, New York 
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